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izatioaal and technical preparations had to be made for ita that it was necessary
to take advantage of the revolutionary situation^ to concentrate the decisive
forces at the decisive point5 and choose the proper moment to deliver the
decisive blow so as to rout the enemy and make victory certain.

On September 283 Stalin submitted Lenin's letter to the Central Com-
mittee of the Bolshevik Party and proposed that it should be sent to the local
Party organizations as an instruction. That despicable traitor Karaenev
proposed that Lenin's letter be consigned to the flames. The Central
Committee indignantly rejected this proposal and adopted the one made
by Stalin.

Kamenev and Zinoviev persistently urged that the Bolshevik Party should
join the Menshevik, Sodatist-Revolutionary and Cadet Preliminary Parlia-
ment3 that "Kornilov abortion/3 as Stalin called it. They wanted to side-
track the Party from the work of preparing for the armed insurrection.

Lenin and Stalin had been opposed to the Bolsheviks taking part in this
Preliminary Parliament even for a short period-, so as not to foster illusions
about it among the masses and not to cover up its counter-revolutionary
activities. The Bolshevik group in this Preliminary Parliament^ of which
people of the stamp of Kamenev and Teodorovich were members, were
unwilling to resign^ but the Central Committee of the Party passed a resolu-
tion caffing for a boycott of this Preliminary Parliament and ordering the
Bolshevik group to withdraw from it. At the same time the Bolsheviks made
energetic preparations for the convocation of the Second Congress of Soviets3
in which they expected to secure a majority.

On Lenin's instructions the Party concentrated all its efforts on preparing
for armed insurrection.

The Bolsheviks again issued the slogan "All Power to the Soviets !"
which* in the situation then prevailing meant that the revolution would
proceed straight towards the proletarian dictatorship by means of an in-
surrection, tint power would be transferred to Bolshevik Soviets, that the
proletarian dictatorship would become the established form of government.

Lenin wanted to be nearer to Petrograd where the Bolsheviks, under Ms
direction,, were making energetic preparations for the armed insurrection;
he wanted to maintain closer contact with the Central Committee of the
Party. Consequently^ on September 3O3 he left Helsingfors for Vyborg.
From there he sent messages to the Party leadership urging it to expedite
the preparations for the insurrection^ as the Provisional Government was
concentrating counter-revolutionary military units in the decisive industrial
centres, and intended to withdraw the revolutionary regiments from the
capitals and other large towns and send them to the front in order to weaken
the forces of the revolution. He also stated that the bourgeoisie was organiz-
ing counter-revolutionary centres in the most important parts of the country,
that a plot was afoot to surrender Petrograd to the Germans^ and that the
bourgeoisie was trying to come to an arrangement with the German imper-
ialists jointly to crush the revolution, and was proposing to withdraw Russian
troops from the front to facilitate this. Lenin spent many months in making
careful and circumspect preparations for the socialist revolution. Day
after day he patiently explained to the masses the lessons taught by the
revolution^ the conduct of the bourgeoisie and of the Menshevik and Socialist-
Revolulioiiary bhc9 and the meaning of the Bolsheviks* policy. In the spring
of 19173 lie had strongly denounced those who had adventurously called for
the immediate overthrow of the Provisional Government and had thus